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choice of facts from their reading. Many experiments, vi£ye*^
shown that individuals do better work when they "Lavea'*
clear and visible measure of success.1* Kirby's experiment ~:*
xvith 1350 children in the third and fourth grades gives some
further indication of the effect of knowledge o£ results en
achievement. Each child received the record of his previous
performance and was encouraged to surpass it. These chil-
dren made an average gain of 48 per cent in addition during
sixty minutes of practice and 75 per cent in division after
fifty minutes of practice. Discussion in which the children
are held to reasonable standards of logical thinking is also a
measure of success which children can recognize.
In these lessons ideas were frequently repeated in new
relationships. Experiments have not shown the best distribu-
tion of practice for learning of this kind, but, in general,
practice appears to be most effective when it is frequent at
first and gradually becomes less frequent. This type of dis-
tribution of practice results in more efficient learning than
equal distribution throughout the period. Few textbooks
and teachers give sufficient attention to this factor in
learning.
Perhaps most important of all were the attitudes which
were being built in these lessons. Kilpatrick 30 has empha-
sized the multiple learnings that are going on at a given
time. In a history lesson, attitudes toward the school, the
teacher, and the subject, habits of active attention or divided
attention, habits of accepting everything without criticism,
habits of demanding proof of statements, and many other
habits and attitudes are being formed. These are likely to
be more permanent and more potent in influencing the
child's future behavior than the content of the lesson itself.
Similarly, many habits and attitudes which the child learns
outside of school without realizing that he is learning them,
last long after the facts of geography and history learned in
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